
Herald broadsheet • 5-col a-1   7 days 2016-0302jz

FRIDAY
February 5, 
2021
2 sections 16 pages
Sharon, Pennsylvania

sharonherald.com
Volume 157, Number 258

$1.25

POLITICS: Dem-led House kicks Greene off committees | A-3
COMING SATURDAY: The Herald’s Outlook 2021 looks at Youth and Education

Ask the Doctors..............X
Business............................X
Classified...........................X
Comics/horoscopes........X
Crossword.........................X
Dear Annie........................X

Jumble...............................X
Life......................................X
Lotteries........................A-2
Obituaries.........................X
Opinion......................... A-4
Public notices..................X

Mary Jane BLACK, 86, Hermitage.
Alyce COBB, 90, Sharpsville.
The Rev. Dr. James “JimJim” Ardaine DAN-

IELS, 68, San Antonio, Texas, formerly of 
Farrell.

Joseph J. FORDELEY, 93, Farrell.

Charles E. McDONALD, 91, Hermitage.
Robert Andrew MURCHEK, 72, Sharon.
Enis M. RUSSO, 97, formerly of Farrell.
Betty Jane TYMOCHKO, 98, Hermitage.
G. Geraldine WAGES, 90, formerly of Leesburg 

and Grove City.

DEATHSINDEX

GREENVILLE – The owners of a 
small, locally based pharmacy chain 
have streamlined the process of giv-
ing COVID-19 vaccines in a way that 
its owners say could serve as a model 
statewide.

Now, it only needs one thing — 
more doses to put into the arms of the 
large number of people requesting 
it, said Bretton Walberg, co-owner of 
Walberg Family Pharmacy, based in 
Greenville.

Walberg said his pharmacy just 

received 500 doses and will be admin-
istering them in a clinic from 7 a.m. 
to noon Saturday at Grace Chapel 
Community Church in Hermitage. 

“We wanted more like 2,000 be-
cause we felt we 
could handle that,” 
Walberg said.

This will be Wal-
berg Family Pharma-

cies third vaccine clinic. The previ-
ous two — on Jan. 23 and 25 at First 
Presbyterian Church in Greenville, 
where Walberg and his wife, co-own-
er Stacey Walberg are members — 
provided 2,000 doses each.

In the Jan. 25 clinic, Walberg had 
five pharmacists dispensing shots at 
a rate of three a minute.

State Sen. Michele Brooks, R-50, 
Jamestown, cited Walberg Pharma-
cy’s best practices as an example of 
efficient vaccine distribution.

“I am urging the state to replicate 
that,” said Brooks, chairwoman of 
the state Senate’s Health and Human 
Services Committee. “I think Wal-
berg’s has demonstrated very clearly 
that we can hold vaccine clinics effi-
ciently, responsibly and get vaccines 

Pharmacy streamlines vaccine process
By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

TANNER MONDOK | Herald file
Brenda Palmer, Sharon Regional Medical 
Center director of nursing in the emergency 
department, holds up a vial of the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech COVID-19 vaccine at Sharon Regional 
Medical Center.

A ROUNDUP OF 
THE LATEST 
VIRUS NEWS

See ROUNDUP, page A-2

Cold discomfort

If local motorists want to 
avoid seeing Mike Lowery 
next week he offers this ad-
vice — keep your car’s gas 
tank full.

“In the cold it helps re-
duce condensation, which 

could freeze things up,’’ the 
owner of Lowery Towing in 
Farrell said.

A cold snap started 
today barreling toward 
the region, and bringing 
bone-chilling temperatures 
with it. The AccuWeather 
forecasting agency calls for 
for high temperatures in 
the low 20s Saturday and 
plunging to single digits at 
night.

“It’s going to get colder 
as the day goes on today 
and it will be in mid-20s by 

mid-afternoon,’’ said John 
Gresiak, an AccuWeather 
meteorologist and Hubbard 
native, from the company’s 
State College headquarters. 
“And you’re going to see 
the wind kick up to 15 and 
20 miles an hour.’’

Using those numbers 
means the wind chill will 
make the temperature feel 
subzero. And frigid tem-
peratures will last through 
at least next week. But 
those hating snow can take 
heart – Gresiak said he ex-

pects only an inch or so of 
new snowfall,

“What’s causing this is 
very cold air working its 
way down through central 
Canada,’’ Gresiak said. 
“But it isn’t coming in one 
big blast – it’s coming in 
waves.’’

These weather condi-
tions aren’t unusual for the 
area, he added.

“The temperatures are 

By MICHAEL ROKNIC
Herald Business Editor

Icy temperatures 
can create bitter 

problems

TANNER MONDOK | Herald 
Chuck Banjak, Banjak Heating and Cooling Inc. owner, uses a combustion analyzer to check if a furnace is running efficient-
ly.

See WEATHER, page A-2

DNA results 
reveal body’s 

identity
Man’s body discovered  

Sept. 1 in Pine Run
By DAVID L. DYE

Herald Staff Writer

SHARON — Public cooperation and 
DNA test results helped police discover 
the identity of a man whose body was 
discovered last year near the Shenango 
Valley Freeway.

The state police crime lab identified 
the man whose body was discovered 
Sept. 1 as Eric Dallacroce, 41, of Sharon, 
Sharon police said Thursday. Mercer 
County Coroner John Libonati ruled that 
Dallacroce’s death was accidental.

A passerby walking along a bridge saw 
Dallacroce’s body, lying partially in Pine 
Run just northwest of Stambaugh Ave-
nue and the Shenango Valley Freeway.

At the time, the Sharon Police Depart-
ment and the Mercer County Coroner’s 
Office were unable to identify the body, 
described as a bald white man. The body 
had a tattoo, depicting a Native Amer-
ican wearing a headdress, on his right 
calf. The man was wearing black Nike 
socks, one shoe, blue jeans and had sev-
eral teeth missing.

Libonati estimated the body was there 
for about five days before it was discov-
ered. An investigation had been ongoing 
since then to determine the man’s iden-
tity.

During the investigation, Sharon po-
lice asked that anyone with information 
come forward. Detective Capt. Mark 
Hynes said several individuals provided 
assistance, but only one report turned 
out to match DNA evidence.

Hynes said an employee of a group 
home where Dallacroce lived filed a 
missing person report about the same 

See BODY, page A-3

NEW LEBANON — FBI 
agents searched the home 
Thursday of a Mercer County 
woman believed to have been 

the “Bullhorn Lady” directing 
fellow rioters during the Jan. 6 
attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Rachel Powell, of New Leb-
anon, was identified as the 
“Bullhorn Lady” Tuesday in a 
New Yorker online story, titled 

“A Pennsylvania Mother’s 
Path to Insurrection,” written 
by Ronan Farrow. The home is 
in the Sandy Lake area of Mer-
cer County.

A spokeswoman for the FBI’s 
Pittsburgh Field Office con-

firmed that agents were in the 
home where Powell reportedly 
has lived with at least some of 
her eight children, but found 
no one.

“We conducted court-au-
thorized activities and we are 

seeking her whereabouts,” the 
spokeswoman said.

Photographs of Powell, wear-
ing a pink knitted winter hat 
and sunglasses, are included 

FBI raids home of ‘Bullhorn Lady’
Federal authorities unable to locate suspected participant in Capitol riot

By ERIC POOLE
Herald Assistant Editor | News

See RAID, page A-3
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LOTTERIES
PENNSYLVANIA
THURSDAY
Pick 2: 66, 77
Pick 3:  796, 080
Pick 4:  0278, 3980
Pick 5:  59035, 26162
Wild ball day: 4
Wild ball evening: 9
Cash 4 Life: 25, 39, 42, 49, 

55   CB: X01
Cash 5:  13, 15, 18, 19, 33
Match 6:  02, 15, 20, 41, 45, 

46
Treasure Hunt:  17, 18, 21, 

27, 29

OHIO
THURSDAY
Pick 3:  390, 570
Pick 4:  3845, 5047
Pick 5:  44558, 85530
Rolling Cash 5:  7, 18, 21, 

33, 38
Lucky for Life: 3, 9, 13, 24, 

40  LB: 16 

FOR MORE lottery informa-
tion and previous numbers, 
contact the state lottery 
commissions: Ohio, www.ohi-
olottery.com, 800-589-6446; 
Pennsylvania, www.palottery.
com.

into the hands of people 
that want them.”

Both Brooks and Wal-
berg will be a part of a 
public hearing Thursday 
before the Senate Health 
and Human Services and 
the Senate Aging and 
Youth committees.

The committees will 
get an update on the 
state’s efforts to distrib-
ute the COVID-19 vaccine 
during the hearing.

“Why haven’t nursing 
homes been administer-
ing the vaccine through-
out the state?” Brooks 
said she will put that and 
other questions to offi-
cials. “We’ll be discussing 
the vaccine rollout and 
what the Department of 
Health can be doing bet-
ter to get the vaccine into 
people’s arms.”

She also wants to know 
why the state has not re-
leased all of its available 
vaccination doses.

“I’ve sent further cor-
respondence out to the 
Department of Health 
to ask why it’s saying 
they don’t have enough 
vaccines,” Brooks said. 
“There are thousands of 
vaccines the state does 
have that are not being 
administered.”

Officials representing 
the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health and 
Gov. Tom Wolf said the 
state is holding back 
vaccines as second dos-
es for people who have 
already received their 
first doses. Both of the 
approved COVID-19 
vaccines, manufactured 
by AstraZeneca and 
Pfizer, require two shots 
spread out over more 
than several weeks for 
full effectiveness. 

Walberg said different 
entities have different 
barriers to giving out the 
vaccine. He advocates 
having larger clinics, 
where the organizers can 
serve larger numbers of 
patients at a single ses-
sion.

“Let’s figure out a way 
we can administer 1,000 
doses instead of 40 or 50 

or 100 at a time,” he said.
Walberg said patients 

will be able to register 
online 15 minutes before 
the clinic begins. They 
will then be assigned a 
vaccination time. 

Patients should show 
up at their scheduled 
time and not before that, 
Walberg said, because 
early arrivals only clog 
the parking lot, delays 
vaccines and causes lon-
ger lines.

“A lot of times people 
keep asking when the 
next clinic will be and 
honestly, we don’t know 
when,” Walberg said. 
“But if you sign up for 
the newsletter, it will tell 
you when the link will go 
up to register.”

Sharon Regional
At Sharon Regional 

Health System, people 
can call 724-983-7251 
to hear an automat-
ed message and leave 
their names and phone 
numbers. The callers’ 
information is added to 
a spreadsheet and the 
hospital will call the 
patients back when it is 
their turn to be vaccinat-
ed.

Rochelle Perman, 
physician liaison for the 
health system, said the 
hospital is scheduling 
vaccinations about a 
week and a half out, so 
people who called the 
hospital about 10 or 11 
days ago should be hear-
ing about their appoint-
ments soon.

“Unfortunately, some 
people are becoming a 
little impatient,” Per-
man said. “Please don’t 
call continually. Please 
be patient. If you called 
once, we have your infor-

mation. All we can do is 
keep lists but people keep 
calling.”

UPMC Horizon
While the state has 

expanded vaccine avail-
ability to those over 
65 and younger peo-
ple with pre-existing 
health conditions, UPMC 
Horizon Shenango Valley 
in Farrell is still vacci-
nating only community 
healthcare workers.

“We will be expanding 
our community rollout 
when and where the 
vaccine supply is avail-
able,” said Lisa Lombar-
do, manager of regional 
communications for the 
hospital system. “At this 
time, we don’t have any 
indication when we’re 
receiving more.”

When the community 
rollout does happen, 
Lombardo said UPMC 
is not taking the same ap-
proach as places such as 
Walberg Pharmacy. In-
stead of having people 
sign up, the hospital will 
reach out to eligible res-
idents.

“We are going to be 
calling people, inviting 

them to participate in 
our public vaccine clinic 
based on their age, in 
accordance with Penn-
sylvania Phase 1A guide-
lines,” Lombardo said. 
“We have a great process 
that’s really thoughtful 
that prioritizes people in 
our community that are 
at high risk.”

For an update on the 
latest on the vaccine at 
UPMC, people can call 
the hospital system’s pa-
tient hotline at 1-833-
299-4359. It is a recorded 
message that is updated 
about twice a week 
based on information 
hospital system officials 
have.

“Our goal here is, we 
are not going to have a 
system that people have 
to go to our website. We 
don’t want to do that,” 
Lombardo said. “Our 
approach guarantees that 
each person who makes 
an appointment with 
us receives a vaccine as 
scheduled.”

Follow Melissa Klaric 
on Twitter and Facebook 
@HeraldKlaric, email: 
mklaric@sharonherald.
com

Roundup
A roundup of the latest 
local, regional virus news

FROM PAGE A-1

MORE INFO
• To sign up for  the Walberg Family Pharmacy vaccine clin-

ic, visit www.walbergfamilypharmacies.com 15 minutes prior to 
the clinic. 

Clinic organizers ash  that people come to their appoint-
ments at the  scheduled times. 

The clinic is from 7 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday at Grace Chap-
el Community Church,  4075 Lamor Road, Hermitage.

• To register for vaccines with Sharon Regional Health Sys-
tem, patients should call 724-983-7251 with their information. 
Hospital officials ask that people call only once  to a system 
that  will add their information to a list.

• At UPMC Shenango Valley, patients can call 1-833-299-
4359 to access  a recorded message on the latest on the vac-
cine.

COVID COUNT
	 UNITED STATES	 PENNSYLVANIA	 MERCER CO.

New cases	 121,212	 3,228	 31

Total cases	 26,398,337	 744,075	 6,100

New deaths	 3,756	 146	 2

Total deaths	 449,020	 22,101	 228

As of Feb. 4, 2021       SOURCE: CDC, Pa. Dept. of Health

The latest statistics 
on the coronavirus

 

going to be a little below 
average for this time of 
the year,’’ Gresiak said. 
“But it’s not extremely 
cold.’’

Anyone outdoors over 
prolonged periods during 
this time need to be wary 
of hypothermia. This con-
dition rears its ugly head 
when the body loses heat 
faster than it produces it. 
The results could lead to 
frostbite and, in extreme 
cases, death.

As hypothermia 
progresses symptoms 
include the loss of re-
flexes, slurred speech, 

drowsiness and a halt in 
shivering.

Shivering is one of the 
ways humans produce 
heat, said Dr. Mark 
Horvath, an emergency 
department physician at 
Sharon Regional Medical 
Center.

And if your mother 
told you not to run hot 
tap water on your hands 
to warm them up after 
playing outside all day, 
Horvath said to give her 
a pat on the back.

“Mom is right,’’ Horvath 
said. “Your hands could 
potentially get burned. In-
stead use warm water.’’

Also, it’s absolutely bo-
gus that drinking a hefty 
amount of alcohol warms 
you up.

“It’s the complete op-
posite,’’ he said. “Alcohol 
lowers the core tempera-

ture of your body.’’
Horvath also urges 

people to take off cold, 
wet clothes.

Frigid conditions also 
takes a toll on homes. 
Like air conditioners 
tend to fail in sizzling 
temperatures, furnaces 
can give out in extreme 
cold weather, said 
Charles “Chuck, Banjak, 
owner of Banjak Heating 
and Cooling Inc., Sharon.

“All of the faults al-
ready in a furnace begin 
showing up,’’ Banjak 
said. “It gets pushed be-
yond its limit.’’

Annual inspections 
of furnaces and electric 
heat pumps can prevent a 
lot of misery, he added.

Harry Lorigan, owner 
of Lorigan Electric in 
Sharon, said he gets calls 
from homeowners with 

plumbing woes caused by 
frosty temperatures.

“You see situations 
when it gets below 20 de-
grees where a cold draft 
from a basement door 
passes over water pipes,’’ 
Lorigan said. “If this goes 
on for enough days the 
water in the pipes can be-
come frozen. It really can 
happen anywhere in the 
house where there’s not 
enough heat.’’

Letting faucets trickle 
keeps the water moving 
and can prevent pipes 
from freezing, he said.

Lowery advised being 
on guard to prevent trau-
matic events cold-hearted 
weather can bring.

“Respect the cold 
weather,’’ he said. “If 
you’re responsible you 
can prepare for it.’’

Weather
Icy temperatures can 
create bitter problems

FROM PAGE A-1

Chuck 
Banjak, 
Banjak 
Heating 
and Cool-
ing Inc. 
owner, 
uses a 
com-
bustion 
analyzer 
to check 
and see if 
a furnace 
is running 
efficient-
ly.

TANNER 
MONDOK | 

Herald
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