Pharmacy streamlines vaccine process

By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

GREENVILLE - The owners of a
small, locally based pharmacy chain
have streamlined the process of giv-
ing COVID-19 vaccines in a way that
its owners say could serve as a model
statewide.

Now, it only needs one thing —
more doses to put into the arms of the
large number of people requesting
it, said Bretton Walberg, co-owner of
Walberg Family Pharmacy, based in
Greenville.

Walberg said his pharmacy just

received 500 doses and will be admin-
istering them in a clinic from 7 a.m.
to noon Saturday at Grace Chapel
Community Church in Hermitage.
“We wanted more like 2,000 be-
— cause we felt we
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VIRUS NEws This will be Wal-
berg Family Pharma-
cies third vaccine clinic. The previ-
ous two — on Jan. 23 and 25 at First
Presbyterian Church in Greenville,
where Walberg and his wife, co-own-
er Stacey Walberg are members —
provided 2,000 doses each.

In the Jan. 25 clinic, Walberg had
five pharmacists dispensing shots at
arate of three a minute.

State Sen. Michele Brooks, R-50,
Jamestown, cited Walberg Pharma-
cy’s best practices as an example of
efficient vaccine distribution.

“I am urging the state to replicate
that,” said Brooks, chairwoman of
the state Senate’s Health and Human
Services Committee. “I think Wal-
berg’s has demonstrated very clearly
that we can hold vaccine clinics effi-
ciently, responsibly and get vaccines
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TANNER MONDOK | Herald file
Brenda Palmer, Sharon Regional Medical
Center director of nursing in the emergency
department, holds up a vial of the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech COVID-19 vaccine at Sharon Regional
Medical Center.
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into the hands of people
that want them.”

Both Brooks and Wal-
berg will be a part of a
public hearing Thursday
before the Senate Health
and Human Services and
the Senate Aging and
Youth committees.

The committees will
get an update on the
state’s efforts to distrib-
ute the COVID-19 vaccine
during the hearing.

“Why haven’t nursing
homes been administer-
ing the vaccine through-
out the state?” Brooks
said she will put that and
other questions to offi-
cials. “We’ll be discussing
the vaccine rollout and
what the Department of
Health can be doing bet-
ter to get the vaccine into
people’s arms.”

She also wants to know
why the state has not re-
leased all of its available
vaccination doses.

“T’ve sent further cor-
respondence out to the
Department of Health
to ask why it’s saying
they don’t have enough
vaccines,” Brooks said.
“There are thousands of
vaccines the state does
have that are not being
administered.”

Officials representing
the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health and
Gov. Tom Wolf said the
state is holding back
vaccines as second dos-
es for people who have
already received their
first doses. Both of the
approved COVID-19
vaccines, manufactured
by AstraZeneca and
Pfizer, require two shots
spread out over more
than several weeks for
full effectiveness.

Walberg said different
entities have different
barriers to giving out the
vaccine. He advocates
having larger clinics,
where the organizers can
serve larger numbers of
patients at a single ses-
sion.

“Let’s figure out a way
we can administer 1,000
doses instead of 40 or 50

As of Feb. 4, 2021

The latest statistics
on the coronavirus

UNITED STATES PENNSYLVANIA MERCER CO.
New cases 121,212 3,228 31
Total cases 26,398,337 144,075 6,100
New deaths 3,756 146 2
Total deaths 449,020 22,101 228

SOURCE: CDC, Pa. Dept. of Health

or 100 at a time,” he said.

Walberg said patients
will be able to register
online 15 minutes before
the clinic begins. They
will then be assigned a
vaccination time.

Patients should show
up at their scheduled
time and not before that,
Walberg said, because
early arrivals only clog
the parking lot, delays
vaccines and causes lon-
ger lines.

“A lot of times people
keep asking when the
next clinic will be and
honestly, we don’t know
when,” Walberg said.
“But if you sign up for
the newsletter, it will tell
you when the link will go
up to register.”

Sharon Regional

At Sharon Regional
Health System, people
can call 724-983-7251
to hear an automat-
ed message and leave
their names and phone
numbers. The callers’
information is added to
a spreadsheet and the
hospital will call the
patients back when it is
their turn to be vaccinat-
ed.

Rochelle Perman,
physician liaison for the
health system, said the
hospital is scheduling
vaccinations about a
week and a half out, so
people who called the
hospital about 10 or 11
days ago should be hear-
ing about their appoint-
ments soon.

“Unfortunately, some
people are becoming a
little impatient,” Per-
man said. “Please don’t
call continually. Please
be patient. If you called
once, we have your infor-

H To sign up for the Walberg Family Pharmacy vaccine clin-
ic, visit www.walbergfamilypharmacies.com 15 minutes prior to

the clinic.

Clinic organizers ash that people come to their appoint-

ments at the scheduled times.

The clinic is from 7 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday at Grace Chap-
el Community Church, 4075 Lamor Road, Hermitage.

M To register for vaccines with Sharon Regional Health Sys-
tem, patients should call 724-983-7251 with their information.
Hospital officials ask that people call only once to a system
that will add their information to a list.

B At UPMC Shenango Valley, patients can call 1-833-299-
4359 to access a recorded message on the latest on the vac-

cine.

mation. All we can do is
keep lists but people keep
calling.”

UPMC Horizon

While the state has
expanded vaccine avail-
ability to those over
65 and younger peo-
ple with pre-existing
health conditions, UPMC
Horizon Shenango Valley
in Farrell is still vacci-
nating only community
healthcare workers.

“We will be expanding
our community rollout
when and where the
vaccine supply is avail-
able,” said Lisa Lombar-
do, manager of regional
communications for the
hospital system. “At this
time, we don’t have any
indication when we’re
receiving more.”

When the community
rollout does happen,
Lombardo said UPMC
is not taking the same ap-
proach as places such as
Walberg Pharmacy. In-
stead of having people
sign up, the hospital will
reach out to eligible res-
idents.

“We are going to be
calling people, inviting

them to participate in
our public vaccine clinic
based on their age, in
accordance with Penn-
sylvania Phase 1A guide-
lines,” Lombardo said.
“We have a great process
that’s really thoughtful
that prioritizes people in
our community that are
at high risk.”

For an update on the
latest on the vaccine at
UPMUC, people can call
the hospital system’s pa-
tient hotline at 1-833-
299-4359. It is a recorded
message that is updated
about twice a week
based on information
hospital system officials
have.

“Our goal here is, we
are not going to have a
system that people have
to go to our website. We
don’t want to do that,”
Lombardo said. “Our
approach guarantees that
each person who makes
an appointment with
us receives a vaccine as
scheduled.”

Follow Melissa Klaric
on Twitter and Facebook
@HeraldKlaric, email:
mklaric@sharonherald.
com
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